TROOPS WELFARE IN THE FAR EAST

A SPEECH TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
DECEMBER 20, 1944

December 16. The Germans opened a full-scale offensive on the American
section of the Western Front and advanced several miles
into JBeJgium and Luxemburg.

Eighth Army in Italy captured Faenza.

December 18.    The German counter-offensive developed, and deep pene-
trations were made in the U.S. positions.
December 19    British and U.S. heavy bombers attacked German supply

lines in an attempt to hold up the counter-offensive.
December 20.    Germans claimed to have taken 10,000 prisoners in their
Western Front advance.

Greek rebels overran R.A.F. H.O. in Athens.
It was announced that organized Japanese resistance
had ended in Leyte (Philippines).

[December 20, 1944.

I HAVE been asked to make a statement which I have prepared in
conjunction with the Ministers at the head of the War Office and
the India Office. Many Members of the House have very properly
been concerned about the welfare of our Forces serving in the Far
East. The Service Departments, and in particular the War Office,
who have the greatest interest in this subject, have for many months
made preparations in conjunction with the Government of India for
the reception of the great Forces which are assembled and assembling
in the Far Eastern theatre, and not least among their activities has
been the provision of such stores and equipment as may be necessary
on a reasonable basis for the well-being and contentment of those
Forces. But in my view the time has now come when the influence
of the Government machine as a whole, civil as well as military, must
be brought to bear upon this important question. For this reason
the Under-Secretary of State for the Home Department (Lord Munster)
has recently made a tour of India and the Burma Front for the purpose
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